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SIR ALEXANDER FLEMING
Sir Alexander Fleming (1881-
1955), Scottish bacteriologist discov-
ered penicillin, the wonder drug against
infections in those days.
At the age of 47 in the year 1928
he began working on staphylococcus,
the bacterium responsible for causing
boils, pimples and other sores. In bacteriology parlance, the
word 'culture' indicates the nutritious substance, i.e., the meal
or food for the micro-organisms. There are various culture
media suitable for the growth of various micro-organisms. The
growing groups of micro-organisms are called colonies. They
are usually grown on petri dishes.
Experiments were conducted by Fleming in the labora-
tory of St.Mary's Medical School and Hospital in London. He
had filled some petri dishes with the germ staphylococcus, in
the pursuit of his antibacterial experiments. To his surprise,
he found that the bacteria failed to grow in one dish and he
noticed that some light blue or grey coloured bits resembling;
the flecks of fungus over stale bread, were present in that dish.
He surmised that this was due to contamination by a gush of
wind or air which swept the dish at the start of the experiment.